While Chapter 4 explored the impact of the legacies of colonial modernity throughout contemporary rural India more generally, this chapter focuses on literary representations of characters located in specific villages in central and Eastern India. It attempts to attend to Raymond Williams's call for 'the close living substance' of the regional and the 'working-class novel' which Williams believes is 'still effectively being written in in post-colonial' societies, while simultaneously tracing the 'occluded [ ... ] relationships which in their pressures and interventions at once challenge, threaten, change and yet, in the intricacies of history, contribute to the formation of that class [ ... ] in self-realization and in struggle' (Williams, 1983, 238) . This attention to local particularities and geographical specificities is, of course, critical for further developing the theory of provincial cosmopolitanism which I explored in Chapter 4, but also to further probing the question Rahul Rao raises about the potential of cosmopolitanism in understanding third world resistance and for the possibility of postcolonial subaltern protest. More particularly, this chapter and the next are concerned with postcolonial literature's potential to do this. Rao asks how, given disagreements over liberal cosmopolitan discourses undergirding practices as wide ranging as humanitarian intervention and economic advancements, that '[t] (Rao, 2010, 14) . I argue, in this chapter, that it is effectively very difficult for the disadvantaged to further their causes and I explore how postcolonial fiction represents the fact that in much of the third word, 'it is easy for the rhetoric of cosmopolitanism -and indeed cosmopolitan democracy -to be adopted by and become a support for neoliberal visions of global capital' whereby '[c]osmopolitanism [ ... ] is now largely the project of capitalism' (Calhoun, 2002, 890) . In this chapter, I argue that cosmopolitanism, far from being liberal, manifests itself in the form of neocolonial globalisation (as the perpetuation of colonial capitalism), and is revealed in the power that privileged cosmopolitans continue to wield over provincial cosmopolitans in the spaces of rural India.
This chapter discusses two different narrative genres: Amitav Ghosh's novel The Hungry Tide (2004) and Mahasweta Devi's collection of three short stories, Imaginary Maps (1995a). Ghosh sets his novel against the backdrop of the Sundarbans, the world's largest tidal mangrove forest located in the Bay of Bengal. The islands that cover the bay support a significant number of rural communities, but much of the land there has also been designated as a National Park and as wildlife sanctuaries, all overseen by the Forest Department. Devi, drawing on her extensive activist work with the tribal areas of Bihar and the countryside of West Bengal, locates her collection of stories in Imaginary Maps within inland rural villages in the states of Jharkhand and Madhya Pradesh, even though for Devi, these villages represent countless other tribal villages dotted across the Indian nation. Ghosh and Devi infuse their rural settings with highly localised details against which they place a range of impoverished characters struggling to come to terms with a rural environment encountering an expanding and accelerating neocolonial globalisation. In both texts, these encounters are neither ethereal nor intangible; the poor characters are intimately connected with a range of more economically privileged characters who embody a range of the various historical elements and facets which constitute neocolonial globalisation. The extension of global forces into India's rural hinterlands may afford a spirit of provincial cosmopolitanism: for example, Kalpana Ram argues that 'cosmopolitan modernity' can afford poor dalit women a new activist consciousness and the assertion of feminist values (Ram, 2008) . However, this spirit also often brings with it violent and detrimental changes even as if these changes are euphemistically construed by the postindependence Indian government and global institutions as social progress, the embrace of modernity, development
